December 16, 2014

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Re: St.Johns Bayou and New Madrid Floodway Project

Dear President Obama:

The 90 undersigned conservation organizations appreciate this Administration’s strong commitment to
protecting wetlands and conserving wildlife, as demonstrated by release of the vitally important
proposed Clean Water Protection rule which our organizations strongly support. On behalf of our
millions of members and supporters across the country, we ask you to take an essential step towards
achieving those objectives by putting a stop to the wasteful and environmentally destructive St. Johns
Bayou-New Madrid Floodway project proposed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. This project is
virtually identical to an earlier proposal that was thrown out by the U.S. District Court, and should be
vetoed under section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act.

First dreamt up more than 60 years ago, the project will cut off the last remaining area where the
Mississippi River connects to its backwater floodplain in the state of Missouri. The project will drain an
area of wetlands larger than the District of Columbia and eliminate the vital fish and wildlife habitat
created when the river regularly spreads out into this floodplain area. The Environmental Protection
Agency and other resource agencies have properly concluded that this will cause substantial and
irretrievable losses of nationally significant fish and wildlife resources and aquatic ecosystems.

This $165 million project will increase — not decrease — flood risks in the region by promoting more
intensive agricultural development in an area that, by law, must be intentionally flooded to protect Cairo,
lllinois and other towns during large Mississippi River floods. This will lead to increased flood damages in
the Floodway itself, and will make it even more difficult to activate the New Madrid Floodway in a timely
manner. Delays in activating the floodway in 2011 have been implicated in the disastrous flooding of
Olive Branch, lllinois. Though touted as providing protection for East Prairie, Missouri, the Corps’ own
analysis shows that the project will not reduce flooding frequency in East Prairie. Small scale, low impact
solutions are available to reduce flooding in East Prairie and should be pursued in a separate process.

The Environmental Protection Agency and Fish and Wildlife Service have opposed this project for nearly
two decades because it will cause significant harm to fish and wildlife that cannot be mitigated, a view
shared by many of the country’s most distinguished river and wetland scientists. The Missouri
Department of Conservation opposes the project for the same reasons. Local community leaders oppose
the project because it will make it more difficult to protect towns like Cairo from catastrophic floods.
More than 20,000 members of the public have already joined the conservation community in calling for a
Clean Water Act section 404(c) veto of the project.

We ask you to stop this flawed project that will waste $165 million taxpayer dollars to benefit a small
group of landowners at the expense of the environment, public safety, and resiliency to climate change.
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Sincerely,

Cindy Lowry
Executive Director
Alabama Rivers Alliance

Wm. Robert Irvin
President
American Rivers

Shannon Lease
Executive Director
Apalachicola Riverkeeper (FL)

Wayne Shewmake
President
Arkansas Wildlife Federation

Bob Rees
Executive Director
Association of Northwest Steelheaders (OR)

Jennifer Browning
Executive Director
Bluestem Communications

Christine Kline
Vice President
Burroughs Audubon Society of Greater Kansas City

Kieran Suckling
Executive Director
Center for Biological Diversity

Sally Bethea
Executive Director
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper (GA)

David Kyler
Executive Director
Center for a Sustainable Coast (GA)

Michael William Mullen
Executive Director/Riverkeeper
Choctawhatchee Riverkeeper, Inc. (AL)

John Koeferl
President
Citizens Against Widening the Industrial Canal (LA)

Robert Wendelgass
President & CEO
Clean Water Action

Brandon Butler
Executive Director
Conservation Federation of Missouri

Clark Bullard
Director
Committee on the Middle Fork Vermilion River (IL)

Dan Clark
President
Cry of the Water (FL)

Jamie Rappaport Clark
President and CEO
Defenders of Wildlife

Brian Winslow
Executive Director
Delaware Nature Society

Maya K. van Rossum
Delaware Riverkeeper
Delaware Riverkeeper Network

Dan Silver
Executive Director
Endangered Habitats League (CA)

Fred Krupp
President
Environmental Defense Fund

Margie Alt
Executive Director
Environment America
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Amy Trainer
Executive Director
Environmental Action Committee of West Marin (CA)

Erich Pica
President
Friends of the Earth

Bill Tanger
Chair
Friends of the Rivers of Virginia

Ron Bottorff
Chairman
Friends of the Santa Clara River (CA)

Whitney Clark
Executive Director
Friends of the Mississippi River (MN)

Linda Michie
Executive Director
Friends of Pool 2 (MN)

Manley Fuller
President
Florida Wildlife Federation

Bob Stokes
President
Galveston Bay Foundation (TX)

Vivian Newman
Steering Committee
Georges River Tidewater Association (ME)

April Ingle
Executive Director
Georgia River Network

Kathleen Henry
President
Great Rivers Environmental Law Center (MO)

James T. Blair, IV
Chairman
Great Rivers Habitat Alliance (MO)

Charlene M. Waggoner, Ph.D.
President
Greenway Network, Inc. (MO)

Ricardo de Soto
Executive Director
GuardaMar Caribe (PR)

Cynthia Sarthou
Executive Director
Gulf Restoration Network

Jeffrey M. Gonyo
Acting President and Steering Committee Member
Highway J Citizens Group, U.A. (WI)

Jesse Kharbanda
Executive Director
Hoosier Environmental Council (IN)

Ralph Rosenberg
Executive Director
lowa Environmental Council

Tom FitzGerald
Director
Kentucky Resources Council, Inc.

Judy Petersen
Executive Director
Kentucky Waterways Alliance

Patricia Schuba
President
Labadie Environmental Organization (MO)

Sandy Rosenthal
Executive Director
Levees.org (LA)

John Ruskey
Director
Lower Mississippi River Foundation

Barry Kohl
President
Louisiana Audubon Council
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Marylee Orr

Executive Director

Louisiana Environmental Action Network (LEAN) &
Lower Mississippi Riverkeeper

Chris Kolb
President
Michigan Environmental Council

Gary Botzek
Executive Director
Minnesota Conservation Federation

Barry Drazkowski
President

Minnesota Division, Izaak Walton League of America

Brad Young
Executive Director
Mississippi Wildlife Federation

Heather Navarro
Executive Director
Missouri Coalition for the Environment

Steve Nagle
President
Missouri Parks Association

David Yarnold
President & CEO
National Audubon Society

George Santucci
Executive Director
New River Conservancy

Collin O’'Mara
President and CEO
National Wildlife Federation

Gerald H. Meral, Ph.D.
Director, California Water Programs
Natural Heritage Institute

Peter Lehner
Executive Director
Natural Resources Defense Council

Duane Hovorka
Executive Director
Nebraska Wildlife Federation

Nina Bell, J.D.
Executive Director
Northwest Environmental Advocates

Keith Dimoff
Executive Director
Ohio Environmental Council

Rich Cogen
Executive Director
Ohio River Foundation

Janet Keating
Executive Director
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition

Laura Asher
Group President
Piasa Palisades Group of the Sierra Club (IL)

Robert Elwood
President
Potomac River Association (VA)

Glynnis Collins
Executive Director
Prairie Rivers Network (IL)

Jeff Ruch

Executive Director

Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility
(PEER)

Denny Caneff
Executive Director
River Alliance of Wisconsin
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Margaret Miner
Executive Director
Rivers Alliance of Connecticut

Nicole Silk
President
River Network

Lee Willbanks

Executive Director and Upper St. Lawrence
Riverkeeper

Save The River (NY)

Michael Rice
Director
Save the Cape, Inc. (NC)

Dr. Cliff Webber
Chair, Board of Directors
Save Our Saugahatchee (AL)

Georgia Norman
President
Shawnee Chapter, lllinois Audubon Society

Michael Brune
Executive Director
Sierra Club

Jack Darin
Director
Sierra Club, lllinois Chapter

Judy Lyons
Chair
Sierra Club, Cumberland Chapter (KY)

John Hickey
Director
Sierra Club, Missouri Chapter

Lois Robin
Chair

Sierra Club, Pajaro River Watershed Committee (CA)

Chris Hesla
Executive Director

South Dakota Wildlife Federation

Joe Merkelbach
President

Southern lllinois Audubon Society

Mark Middlebrook
Executive Director
St. Johns River Alliance (FL)

Richard Lee
Executive Director
Surfers Environmental Alliance

Renee Hoyos
Executive Director

Tennessee Clean Water Network

Janice Bezanson
Executive Director
Texas Conservation Alliance

Robert Cross
President
The Ozark Society (AR)

Melanie Winter
Director
The River Project (CA)

David Groenfeldt, Ph D
Director
Water-Culture Institute (NM)

George Meyer
Executive Director
Wisconsin Wildlife Federation

Dean Naujoks
Executive Director
Yadkin Riverkeeper Inc. (NC)



